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Ť+�1&�Ţ�**�&
ťűEXCLAIMEDűMYűFELLOWűTRAVELERSűUPONűLEARNINGűTHATű)űWASűHEADEDűFROMű*EDDAH
TOűTHEűHOLYűCITYűOFű-EDINA�űTHEű0AKISTANIűDRIVER�űTHEűJOLLYű3AUDIűDESKűAGENT�űMYű3UDANESE
SEATMATEűWITHűBLOODSHOTűEYES�ű7HENű)űEXPLAINED�űINűBROKENű!RABIC�űTHATű)űWOULDűCONTINUEűONűTO
!Lű@5LA�űAűSPECKűOFűAűTOWNűMOREűTHANűAűHUNDREDűMILESűAWAY�űTHEYűWEREűLESSűIMPRESSED�ű)Nű�����
#ROWNű0RINCEű-OHAMMEDűBINű3ALMANűSETűUPűTHEűROYALűCOMMISSIONűOFű!Lű@5LAű�2#5	űTO
DEVELOPűTHEűBACKWATER�SűBREATHTAKINGLYűPRESERVED�ű5.%3#/ANOINTEDűCARVEDűROCKűARTűOFűTHE
ANCIENTű,IHYANűANDű.ABATEANűKINGDOMSűINTOűAűPREMIERűTOURISTűDESTINATION�ű.OBODY�ű)űWASűTOLD
MOREűTHANűONCE�űWANTEDűTOűREPEATűTHEűMISTAKESűOFűNEARBYű0ETRA�űWHICHűISűOVERDEVELOPEDűAND
HEAVINGűWITHűTOURISTYűSCHLOCK�

"UTűTHEYűCERTAINLYűDIDN�TűMINDű,!20INGűTHEű����ű3PICEű'IRLSűVIDEOűFORűh3AYű9OU�LLű"Eű4HEREv�
HIGHűDESERT�űSUNűREFLECTINGűOFFűMETALLICűSURFACES�űANDűAűCOHORTűOFűSUNBURNEDű7ESTERNERSűDRESSED
LIKEűEXTRASűFROMű-ADű-AX�ű4HISűWASű$ESERTű8ű!L5LA�űTHEű3AUDIűEDITIONűOFűTHEű#OACHELLA
6ALLEYnBASEDűSCULPTUREűBIENNIAL�űORGANIZEDűBYűARTISTICűDIRECTORű.EVILLEű7AKEFIELDűALONGSIDE

Aima, Rahel. "X-Files. "Artforum", 28 Feb. 2020, 
www.artforum.com/diary/rahel-aima-on-21-39-jeddah-arts-and-
desert-x-82336.



3AUDIűCURATORSű!YAű!LIREZAűANDű2ANEEMű&ARSI�ű%Dű2USCHAűPROTESTEDűTHEűUNIONűBYűQUITTINGűTHE
BOARDűINűAűMOVEűREMINISCENTűOFű7ESTERNűINSTITUTIONSűCONSCIOUSLYűUNCOUPLINGűFROMű+3!űFUNDING
FOLLOWINGűTHEűASSASSINATIONűOFű*AMALű+HASHOGGI�REFERREDűTOűFURTIVELYűONLYűASűh*�ű+�vũ

)NűAűPOLICEűSTATE�űYOUűTENDűTOűPICKűUPűCERTAINűBODILYűTICS�űESPECIALLYűWHENűYOUűWORRYűYOUűMIGHT
HAVEűSAIDűTHEűWRONGűTHINGűORűBEENűOVERHEARDűBYűTHEűWRONGűPERSON�ű!TűLUNCHűWITHűWRITERSűAND
CURATORSűONEűDAYűINű*EDDAH�űTHEűCOLLECTIVEűDARTINGűEYESűANDűQUICKűOVERTHESHOULDERűSCANSűOFűTHE
SURROUNDINGSűTHATűENSUEDűWHENű*�ű+�űCAMEűUPűWEREűALREADYűFAMILIARűTOűME�űCOMINGűFROMű$UBAI�
WHOSEűBEEFEDUPűSURVEILLANCEűINFRASTRUCTUREűLENDSűEVERYűINTERACTION�űEVERYűFORAYűINTOűTHEűPUBLIC�
ANűANXIOUSűBURRűOFűWATCHFULNESS�ű)TűWASűAűRAREűGLITCHűINűTHEűLAIDBACKűCOSMOPOLITANISMűOF
*EDDAHűTHATűOTHERWISEűFELTűLIKEűAűWARMűARNICAűSALTűBATH�ű4HEűCITYűANDűTHEűCULTUREűWEREűSO
FAMILIARűBUTűTHATűTENSIONűOFűBEINGűCONSTANTLYűTRACKEDűSEEMEDűTOűHAVEűDISSIPATED�űIFűYOUűWERE
NON3AUDI�
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)űHADűARRIVEDűTWOűDAYSűPRIORűTOűCATCHűTHEűFIRSTűDAYűOFű�����ű�AűLATITUDELONGITUDEűCROSSHAIRűTO
REMINDűYOUűIT�Sű6ERYű3ITE3PECIFIC	�ű0REVIOUSLYűKNOWNűASű*EDDAHű!RTű7EEK�űTHEűANNUALűEVENTűWAS
INITIATEDũINű����űBYűTHEű3AUDIű!RTű#OUNCIL�űAűNAMEűWHOSEűOFFICIALDOMűMASKSűTHEűFACTűTHATűIT�SűA
PRIVATEűGROUPűOFűLOCALűPATRONS�ű4HISűSEVENTHűEDITION�űTITLEDűh)ű,OVEű9OU�ű5RGENTLYvűANDűCURATED
BYű-AYAű%Lű+HALIL�űFEATUREDűTWENTYONEűARTISTSűANDűTOOKűSUSTAINABILITYűCONTRAűTHE
!NTHROPOCENEűASűITSűTHEME�ű/NEűVENUEűWASűAűNEWLYűRENOVATEDűHOUSEűINű*EDDAH�Sű!L"ALAD
DISTRICT�űFOUNDEDűINűTHEűSEVENTHűCENTURYűBUTűMOSTLYűBUILTűINűTHEűLASTűCOUPLEűHUNDREDűYEARS�
5NFORTUNATELY�űNOTűMUCHűWASűINSTALLEDű�THATűSHOWűWOULDűOPENűTHEűNEXTűEVENING	�űTHOUGHű-AHA
.ASRALLAH�SűBURNTűTIRESűANDűGARBAGEűBINS�AűREFERENCEűTOű"EIRUT�SűMUNICIPALűCRISISűPROTESTS�
ANDű2AJA�Aű+HALID�SűHOLOGRAPHICűPOTTERYűDIFFUSINGűAű4ESLAűSCENT�űTHATűNEWűCARűMUSK�



INTRIGUED�ũ!TűTHEű3!#űHEADQUARTERS�űMANYűRAVEDűABOUTű-ARWAHű!L-UGAIT�SűFILMED
PERFORMANCE�űAűLYRICAL�IFűOPAQUE�ODEűTOűWOMENűhINűCOLLECTIVITYvű�WITHűONEűANOTHER�űTREES�
ANDűTHEűEARTH	�ű-EANWHILE�ű&ARAHű+�ű"EHBEHANIűOFFEREDűDUALűINTERPRETATIONSűOFűAűTRADITIONAL
+UWAITIűSEAFARINGűSONG�ű4HEűLYRICSűWEREűPERFORATEDűINTOűANűINTRICATELYűFOLDED�űDRAGONLIKEűPAPER
SCULPTURE�űPLACEDűONűAűSUSPENDEDűFABRICűPLATFORMűANDűTHENűREWRITTENűONűTHEűGROUND�űIN
GEOMETRICű+UFICűSCRIPT�űWITHűCOLORFULűPLASTICűMICROBEADS�ũ-ANYűARTISTSűREPRISEDűTHISűFORMULAűOF
+HALEEJIűHERITAGEűMEETSűECOLOGICALűDEVASTATION�űNONEűBETTERűTHANű3ULTANűBINű&AHAD�űWHOSE
INSTALLATIONűINCORPORATEDűMELODIC�űGULPYűCAMELHERDINGűCALLS�űDISCARDEDűMELTEDűGALLONűBOTTLES
FOUNDűINűTHEűDESERT�űANDűAűCAMELHAIRűRUGűBRANDEDűWITHűGLYPHICűMARKINGS�
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4HEűOPENINGűPARTYűTHATűNIGHTűWASűLOUNGYűANDűUNEVENTFUL�ORűSOű)űWASűTOLD�ű!SűSEEMINGLY
EVERYONEűINűTHEűREGION�SűARTűSCENEűARRIVEDűINű*EDDAH�ű)űWASűENűROUTEűTOű!Lű@5LA�űHURTLINGűTHROUGH
RURALűDESERTSűINűTOTALűDARKNESS�ű%XCUSEűTHEűCLICHË�űBUTű)űHAVEűNEVERűSEENűSTARSűSOűBRIGHT�ű!űFEATURE
OFűTHEűAREA�űAPPARENTLY�űFORűTHEűNEXTűDAY�űTHEűSMOOTHTALKINGű2#5ű#%/űANNOUNCEDűTHATűTHEIR
SHOPPINGűLISTűINCLUDEDűANűOBSERVATORY�űINűADDITIONűTOűAűNATUREűRESERVEűANDűRESORTűDESIGNEDűBY�
WHOűELSE��*EANű.OUVEL�ű!NDűAűFORTUITOUSűSTARRYűALIGNMENTűINSPIREDũ,ITAű!LBUQUERQUE�S
FUTUREISFEMALEűPAEANűTOűAűFICTIVEűASTRONAUT�űAűWORKűTRUMPETEDűASűTHEűFIRSTűFIGURATIVEűPUBLIC
SCULPTUREűSEENűINű3AUDIű!RABIAűFORűCENTURIES�ű0AINTEDű)NTERNATIONALű+LEINű"LUE�űTHEűTHINGűSITS
ATOPűAűHILLOCKűSURROUNDEDűBYűLARGEűCIRCULARű)+"PIGMENTEDűSPLOTCHESűSCATTEREDűAROUNDűTHE
VALLEY�űFORMINGűAűSTARűMAPűOFűTHEűOPENINGűNIGHT�SűSKY�ũũ

)NűCONTRASTűTOű������SűCHARMINGűPITCHINANDMAKEDOűVIBE�ű$ESERTű8űWASűAűSLICKűAFFAIR�
FASCINATINGűINűITSűGHOULISHűSYNTHESISűOFűCORPORATEűPABULUM�h4WOűDESERTSűSPEAKINGűINűONE
VOICE�vűDIRECTORű3USANű$AVISűENTHUSED�ANDűSWEETLYűEARNESTű#OMEűTOű"RAZILűENTREATIES�űAND



SOMEűSTUNNINGűART�ũű4HEűORGANIZERSűWEREűKEENűTOűREMINDűEVERYBODYűTHATűTHEűSITEűWASűTHEűREAL
STAR�űDESPITEűSUCHűMONUMENTALűWORKSűONűVIEWűASű2ASHEDű!Lű3HASHAI�SűPLASTICűPALLETűPYRAMID�
h9OUűCANNOTűCOMPETEűWITHűTHEűLANDSCAPEűTHATűSURROUNDSűYOUűHEREűTODAY�vű&ARSIűSAIDűINűTHEűPRESS
CONFERENCE�ű3HEűWASűECHOEDűBYű7AKEFIELD�űWHOűOFFEREDűTHATűhTHISűISűNOTűAűCURATEDűSHOW�ű�ű�ű�ű)T�S
ACTUALLYűCURATEDűBYűTHEűLANDSCAPE�v
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"UTűTRULY�űHOWűCOULDűARTűCOMPETEűWITHűTHEűSITE�űAűVALEűSOűMAGICALűTHATűITűSEEMEDűTOűIMBUEűTHOSE
PRIMORDIALűPIGMENTSűOFűSIENNA�űOCHER�űANDűUMBERűWITHűNEWűLIFE�ű4HEűOTHERűCOMMISSIONSűDIDN�T
TRY�űANDűASűSUCHűWEREűALLűTHEűBETTERűFORűIT�ű(IGHLIGHTSűINCLUDEDű%Lű3EED�SűUNUSUALLYűSUBDUED
%MIRATESBEIGEűCALLIGRAFFITIűSCULPTUREűOFűSWOOPINGű�$ű!RABICűLETTERFORMS�ű:AHRAHű!Lű'HAMDI�S
SERPENTINEűRIVERűOFűVARIEGATEDűDATEűTINS�űSUBLIMELYűCASTűINűTHEűGOLDENűHOUR�űANDűWORKSűFROM
2AYYANEű4ABETűANDű-UHANNADű3HONOűTHATűGESTUREDűTOWARDűTHEűFLOWűOFűOILűWITH�űRESPECTIVELY�űA
SPAREűSTEELRINGEDűPIPELINEűANDűGUSHINGűBLACKűCABLES�ű'ISELAű#OLON�SűSILVERBULLETLIKEűOBELISK�
CURVYűANDűIRIDESCENTűONűONEűSIDEűAND�űWHEREűTHEűSUNűCOULDN�TűSHINE�űFLATTERűANDűGRAY�
REPRESENTEDűTHEűRAREűPERFECTűFUSIONűOFűARTűANDűSETTING�ű3HEűEXPLAINEDűTHATűTHEűCARBONSTEEL
COMPOSITIONűREFERREDűTOűTHEű#ALIFORNIANűAEROSPACEűINDUSTRY�ű!Sű)űWAITEDűFORűTHEűMADDING
CROWDSűTOűDEPLANE������űHADűCHARTEREDűAűJETűTOűSHUTTLEűTHEű6)0S�űCLOUTűPRESUMABLYűMORE
URGENTűTHANűENVIRONMENTALűDEGRADATION�ITűWASűHARDűNOTűTOűTHINKűABOUTűWHOűSELLSűANDűBUYS
THESEűJETS�űBOMBS�űANDűBULLETS�űABOUTűTHEű!MERICANűANDű!RABIANűDESERTSűTHATűSPEAKűINűONEűVOICE
ANDűSINGűAűFAMILIARűSONG�
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